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Namaskar!!

Good morning, Ambassador Daniel Wolvén, distinguished guests, and members of
the Indian diaspora,

It is a true honour and privilege to welcome you all as we gather here in the heart of
Stockholm to celebrate the 79th Independence Day of India. Though we are
thousands of miles away from our homeland, the spirit of India is very much alive
among us today.

This occasion fills me with immense pride—not just as an Indian, but as a member of
a vibrant and growing community here in Sweden. It is heartening to see so many of
you gathered here in such large numbers, reflecting the strength, unity, and diversity
of the Indian diaspora.

I will now read the excerpts from our Hon. President Smt. Draupadi Murumu address
to the nation on the eve of Independence Day, both in Hindi and English:

Tadaar fga@ & qg d@ear w9 @ A F gifcE gurg & gl gH
gt & fov Ig 919 & 9id § 6 wareaar faw 3R sordTy Gaq, @i
HRAT 3cag 3R 377 & AT #AdAd gl ¥ Ga@ gH #ARAT gl &
3T &7 AT TFROT A ¢

The fifteenth of August is a date etched in our collective memory. During the long
years of colonial rule, generations of Indians dreamt of the day of independence.
Men and women, old and young, from all parts of the country, yearned to throw
away the yoke of foreign rule. Their struggle was marked by robust optimism,
which has continued to propel our progress since Independence too. As we salute
the tricolour tomorrow, we will also be paying homage to the memory of all
freedom fighters whose sacrifices won India Independence on the 15" of August,
78 years ago.



Dear Fellow Citizens,

Our Constitution contains four values as the four pillars upholding our democracy.
They are - justice, liberty, equality and fraternity. These are our civilisational
principles that we re-discovered during the Freedom Struggle. At the heart of them
all, I believe, is the notion of human dignity. Every human being is equal, and
everyone deserves to be treated with dignity. Everyone should have equal access
to healthcare and education. Everyone should have equal opportunity. Those who
had been traditionally at a disadvantage needed to be given a helping hand.

In the healthcare sector, we have been witnessing a paradigm shift with a variety
of initiatives under Ayushman Bharat, the largest healthcare scheme of its kind in
the world. This scheme has already provided cover to more than 55 crore people.
The government extended this benefit to all senior citizens of the age of 70 years
and above, regardless of their income. As inequalities in access are removed, the
poor and the lower middle-class also benefit from the best possible health-care
facilities.

In this Digital Age, it is apt that one sector in India that has seen the most dramatic
advances is information technology. Nearly all villages have 4G mobile
connectivity, and the remaining few thousands will be covered soon. This has
made possible large-scale adoption of digital payment technologies, in which
India has become a world leader in a short span. It has also supported Direct
Benefit Transfer, which ensures that welfare benefits reach the intended
beneficiaries without glitch and leakage. More than half of the total number of
digital transactions in the world take place in India. These developments have
created a vibrant digital economy whose contribution to the country’s GDP is
increasing year on year.

Artificial intelligence is the next stage of technological advancement and has
already entered our lives. The government has launched the India-Al mission to
strengthen the country’s Al capabilities. It is also helping to build Al models that
answer to India’s specific requirements. As we aspire to become a global-Al-hub
by 2047, our focus will remain on making the best use of the advances in
technology for the common people, to improve their lives by improving
governance.



TR SRranfaar,

g ay¥, §H ATdedlg & G Helell UsT| FH2AR gAa v fAefy st
I AT, FRAATYT AR Adia 3AETaT O $8& STard ARG o, Biear
Hehod & ATY fAviges alidh @ feam 3orereT gy o Ig fer fear f&
ST ASE AT FIETT I TR A AT & A AR AR Fof fohar ol
fEufd & @ e & v qft e @e e @ey gia 81 wEfas
TqseT AR deheliehl GaTdT & 1Y, §ANT Tl o AT IR & ATdeharar
fSepret & @se X fear AU favae § & e gy, 3dsde &
fa%cy ATaar & o8 A e fAae & d W sfaga & &t gl

AN Tehdl & gAY STaTe) &iars fT a8 997 [FAar M| JE Tehar,
37 @ deal & foT Ied WIRT Sae i § S g foenfea cwer aea
el ARG & gl &l T Hi & AT, Affiess S & a0 dHg-
Herdl & Sgeend yfafAfd-Fsel & o gAY T Uhdr fewrs &1l faea-
FHCH &, R 6 37 A o7 Gl fodm & o g7 3mhAURRY o #igl
FoI9T, el 319 ARTRGRT T & & T SaET #Ras & & dflas i
Hehrd gl |

3T TG, ITARET & &1 #H, ATcATI R TR T gdiat 1 i
HaeX U1l S g ey & 7 § O &7 W T8 W g1 gART Facel
fafeaior 38 vl TR R 9§ AT § STET §H I SgT AT FRET-
HEIHATIT F QU A # i HCARNNR & a0 g T 3uafsum
ol HRA & T&T SfAg & Ush S0 3T & FAuTd &

Dear Fellow Citizens,

I would like to take this opportunity to urge all of you to do what you can, to
protect the environment. To respond to the challenge of climate change, we must
also change. We must change our habits and our world-view. We must change our



relationship with our land, rivers, mountains, and with flora and fauna. With
contribution from all of us, we will leave behind a planet in which life will be
flourishing in natural order.

Dear Fellow Citizens,

I have in mind especially the soldiers guarding our borders, and the police as well
as Central Armed Police Forces. I extend my greetings to the members of the

judiciary and the civil services. My Independence Day greetings to the Indian
officials in the missions abroad and also to the Indian diaspora!

I once again extend my greetings for Independence Day.

Before I conclude, I thank all my fellow members of Indian Diaspora in
making and working tirelessly in strengthening India-Sweden relations
and maintaining India’s prestige & reputation worldwide.

Happy Independence Day. Jai Hind!

Now, may I please welcome Ambassador Wolvén to say a few words.

Thank you.



